Encounters with Jesus – The Social Outcast 09.08.2026
Mark 5:21-34 
The Background to this Encounter.  Historical and Cultural Context.
Fact 1 - Lev 15 v 25 -27  Bleeding women are unclean and contact with them makes others unclean and becomes a curse to them. A heavy responsibility in a close-knit family and community culture. Would you want to bring this on your loved ones? Its several steps worse even than being a burden to them, as the sick often feel in our society. She had to leave her family and was a social outcast. Earlier in ‘The Chosen’ it shows her being hounded out of town, washing her bloody rags in remote places, having to hide away. 
Jewish society was deeply social, people lived closely together and depended on relationships for everything. How did she eat? Where did she live or find shelter? How did she access anything - she couldn’t go to town or mix with anyone or even approach them. If they approached her unknowingly, she had to warn them off. So desperate poverty and incredible loneliness were her lot. As well as the sheer hygiene issues of constantly being wet and bleeding, without even disposable sanitary towels or a washing machine or any hope of a cure!  She was probably very anaemic and felt ill and tired all the time. She had no control (or agency as they like to call it these days) whatsoever in her life. And the terrible shame of having to tell everyone you encountered what the situation was, because otherwise you would contaminate them and they too would become unclean… what a terrible responsibility. She must have been absolutely desperate. [pause to absorb this]. 
Fact 2 - Jewish girls received schooling in the Law from aged 4-12 like the boys, with a smaller curriculum and they stopped then whereas boys continued for 3 more years. (An incredibly advanced view of females; if anyone tells you that Gods society was barbaric and primitive – it was way ahead of other societies and cultures, even today). So they were educated, could read and write and absolutely knew their scriptures, many passages by heart. What ailed this woman started when she was an adult (12 years ago) so she would have experienced all this. 
What is happening in this scene – Jesus is extraordinarily busy. His fame is spreading, people mob him constantly, everyone wants him. A man desperately wants him to come and heal his sick daughter. He is already under pressure from events. Basic crowd control is an issue. How does Jesus respond to all this need? 
The Chosen clip
What do we Learn about Jesus?
He was not overwhelmed, although as he was fully human, he might well have been tired, hungry or thirsty, just like us. He told us that at all times he was directed by his father. So he’s thinking, talking to his father, so that he could respond as directed, working ‘from a place of rest in God’. (Not like us then!!) 
This tells us that an encounter with Jesus heals – even when nothing else has worked – even after many years of disappointment and despair.  Jesus heals today!
This passage confirms that Jesus is the Messiah. This is another fulfilment of an OT passage about God’s anointed. The prophet Malachi spoke of the Messiah of Israel, he said this concerning the Messiah. Malachi 4.2 The hem / fringes / tassels / wings are all same word in Hebrew. It was traditionally taught that when the Messiah came touching the tassels of his prayer shawl (which all Jewish adult males wore) would give healing. 
An article entitled Touching the Hem of His Garment
“For many reasons these tassels were the point of contact she needed, to help her release her faith, to receive a miracle in her life. To her, they represented the Word of God, which is always the place where we can find healing for all the needs in our life. They represented the authority of Jesus, and His power to heal. She had heard that He taught with authority, and when He spoke, people were healed. Maybe, she had heard of the miracles referred to in Mark 6:56,  
Whatever she had heard - By faith, she reached out and touched the fringes of His garment, and was healed… But the power to heal wasn’t in the fringes, or the tassels, or the prayer shawl. The power to be healed was in releasing her faith, in the power of Jesus to heal. The tassels only served as point of contact for the releasing of her faith in Jesus!”
In the film clip it says she heard about Jesus from the man at the pool. In the bible it just says she had heard about him – because everybody had by now!!!! But I also think the HS brought this scripture alive to her as a Rhema word for her moment of need. I think she suddenly knew with certainty why Jesus had this reputation and then acted on this through faith – she touched the tassels of his prayer shawl. 
Her action made a public declaration of her faith in the identity of the man in front of her. This unnamed desperate woman had the privilege of publicly proclaiming God’s Messiah because of her faith. Wow! Without her stepping out in faith we would not have this particular confirmation that Jesus was the Messiah. What we do reveals Jesus to others. 
Application today.  
This encounter was not just about healing, it was about total social restoration, from loneliness and isolation to community and acceptance. Just think how much her whole life was transformed! We may think such situations could not possibly arise today. We don’t have laws isolating the sick or defining them as unclean, and that seems quite shocking to modern ears. But is it really that different today? Until quite recently society largely overlooked the particular needs of disabled people which in practice meant they were more socially isolated – they couldn’t easily access public spaces etc. We now have laws which try to address this but as always, law is a poor substitute for heart attitudes of kindness and acceptance – have these changed?  Because of man’s inherent selfishness and sin attitudes to the chronically sick or disabled can still be hostile or isolating and they can feel a nuisance. 
That’s society generally. What about me, us? Do we personally avoid sick people? Is it awkward and unpleasant? Are we embarrassed and ashamed to be seen with them? We don’t know what to do or say. Are we embarrassed about their appearance, the frustration of not being able to do ordinary things with them. If they are Christians, it raises the uncomfortable issue that God has not healed them and maybe we wonder if they did something to deserve this, or ‘don’t have enough faith’. In any case we can’t do anything about their health, so we feel useless?  Everything about chronic illness if we are honest makes us feel uncomfortable. 
But this encounter with Jesus teaches us that there is so much more we can and should do for the sick than just pray. The terrible isolation and loneliness that accompany chronic ill health are as cruel and crippling as the medical issues. Only God can heal their physical problems, but he calls us to be kind, to include them. We have the remedy for many of the social issues they face. 
I leave with a challenge because if we don’t apply Gods word what is the point? Are there chronically sick people among us, in TCF today? We know there are. How do we respond? Do we lose hope and forget to pray for them when nothing seems to change; we should instead persevere in prayer for their healing. (Luke 18 parable about woman and judge – always pray and not give up) This woman did not give up hope, and then God turned up and added faith to her hope. 
Remember we have learned that this is about the social and emotional consequences of chronic ill health.  Care for the sick does not only mean physical needs; The church should not be a place where anyone is isolated and lonely (on occasion of course we can all feel a bit alone, but that is not what is meant). We can care for these needs without being medical experts. Christians are called and equipped to be ‘expression of love’ experts! We are commanded to show love and concern. Matt 25:35-40. 
So what can we do? Take an interest in them as people. Sickness impacts on every individual differently, don’t make assumptions about their life. We can show kindness by talking to them and finding out what their life is like, what are their challenges and struggles. At the most basic level we underestimate the massive impact of a regular 15-minute phone call to someone who lives alone and is housebound, or the offer to go round for coffee even once a month. Or a call to check how they are if you haven’t seen them for ages, or to say you’re going to the shops and do they need anything? If you get to know someone you can anticipate an opportunity when they might be well enough to socialise or even go out. 
Its not complicated or even very time consuming. I have been embarrassed by the gratitude I receive for the very small moments in my busy life that I share with people, the tiny (to me) things I do that they say make such a difference to them. We have unwell church members who for various reasons can’t cope with any size of gathering. I know that they are still able to associate one to one and have non-Christian friends who socialise with them but few Christians keep in touch….I have not used names because this goes on the website, but please ask me if you want to know who they are..
So I think there is a great deal that we can learn from this woman’s encounter with Jesus, and we may need to repent of our past attitudes and ask him to show us what he wants us to do. Remember, he is a loving father who has promised that it will never be more than we can cope with, he will be with us every step of the way, and will guide us and bless us.  
Pray

